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Abstract
The factors leading to the crime of begging women and their

effects on social structure in the Jordanian society from view of
practitioners and anti-begging committees

Yassar Thnebat
Mutah University 2012

The study investigated the factors of women street begging problem
and its consequences on practitioners, their families and local community.
Using qualitative approach; the study has been conducted using the
following tools: data collection and analysis, literature review, semi-
structured interviews and the group judgments (Delphi Method).

The sample consist of two groups according to its characteristics, the
first group was women street beggars between 2008 and 2009 with average
of 577 street beggars, as they reached 184 women street beggars in the holy
month of Ramadan in 2011, with percent change of +3.17% between 1974
and 2004.

For the first group, a selected sample of ten women street beggars were
chosen, the offense average repeat was 41.5 times in 2011, the average
number of convections were eight convections presented 1.73% and 5.43%
of its average for 2008 and 2009 and its total number in the Holy month of
Ramadan for 2011 respectively.

The second group was anti-begging committee, a team of ten
employees which represented part of the Ministry of Social Development
staff. Data has been collected through two open-ended questionnaires, both
questionnaires were validated through 5 social specialists, the first
questionnaire is used to interview women street beggars, whilst the second
questionnaire was used to interview anti-begging committee.

The study concluded the main factors and drivers of women begging.
Mainly the factors for women street begging were; monetary poverty and
its impact on street beggars themselves, their children, their families and
local community. Monetary Poverty affected street beggars mental health
and nerve system, the fear of prosecution and loss of income, being away
from children, and the exposure to domestic violence and male abuse and
lack of fear of community, as most of women beggars are from ethnic
minorities especially gypsies who encourage women begging and consider
it as a profession and lawful source of income.

The outcome of this study and its results highlighted a set of
recommendations, the most notably one was the social integration of
women street beggars into the Jordanian society as a smart target for social
work institutions, the replacement of the criminal justice with restorative
justice, the raise of community awareness on the factors of street begging



and its impacts, the characteristics of street beggars, building up
institutional capacity of the anti-begging committees and design and
develop rehabilitation programs for women street beggars.
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